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RAISING THE 'WASA1. In 1961, Swedish salvage engineers raised the warship "Wasa" from the bottom of Stockholm harbour where it had sunk at the start of its maiden voyage in 1628. Above, the "Wasa" is towed away on a huge concrete pontoon to a specially prepared museum site. During the unprecedented rescue operation of the "Wasa" lasting from 1957 to 1961, divers tunnelled passages under the hull for lifting cables, and pontoons raised the 700 ton vessel from the mud (drawing left). An arduous series of 18 lifting and dragging operations brought the "Wasa" into shallow water. Divers plugged every hole in the hull, and as pumps emptied the ship at the rate of 7,500 gallons a minute, it rose slowly to the surface and was towed to a dry dock.
VIKING DRAGON SHIPS. Underwater excavations at Skuldelev, In Roskilde Fjord, Denmark, in 1957 brought to light five Viking ships deliberately sunk nearly ten centuries ago to block the entrance to the fjord. To uncover the site, a coffer dam was built round the ships and the area pumped free of water. Above, reconstruction of one of the vessels, a 16-metre trading ship. A Viking warship also found at Skuldelev is similar to the 1,100 years old "drakkar" or dragon ship (photo left) unearthed in 1880 at Gokstad, near Oslo Fjord, Norway. It had served as the grave of the Viking king Olaf, who died in 880.